“Hands on History-Clallam County”
Teaching Clallam County history to our families
through scholarship programs for our students.
North Olympic History Center (formerly Clallam County Historical Society) is a non-profit group promoting the
knowledge of Clallam County History to our citizens. We do this through education, partnership, relationship and
outreach programs. We are located behind the old Lincoln School on West 9th St. in Port Angeles.
Why focus on Clallam County? Most adults in our county have never had a course in Clallam County History and are
unaware of our rich heritage which goes back to pre-Columbian times. That history affects how we live today…so we are
asking our kids to teach us and bring us all up to speed.
Who can participate?
 We are focusing on students in grades 8-12, but the program is open to 5th, 6th and 7th grades too.
 Family participation is encouraged. We want you all to see our facility and learn together.
What’s the timeline?
 In November or December, students will begin out-of-school projects focused on a piece of our county’s history.
 In March, they will submit 1,500 to 2,500-word reports on their chosen topic. Papers are due Mar 23.
 The reports will be judged, finalists selected March 28.
 This event will occur April 15 when the finalists will present their work to family, friends and community.
If I participate in National History Day will my project be acceptable for Hands on History?
 Yes, we are basing HoH on National History Day but are requiring that the project focus on Clallam County
events. Ask your teachers if you can use the same subject for both competitions.
What’s the benefit to participating in Hands on History?
 Your work helps educate the people in our county.
 You’ll help your teachers meet WA State Social Studies learning standards and C3 requirements.
 The best project(s) will earn scholarships to help with future education expenses.
o We can’t tell you the number and amount of the scholarships yet because we’re still raising money
o We can tell you that the community likes this idea and is being generous.
o We hope to provide scholarships annually to help significantly with books, fees, tuition, etc.
What resources are available to me?
 There is a list of potential projects on the other side of this page. We welcome your suggestions for others.
 Students may use primary materials at our research library (behind the Skills Center) for part of the project.
 Students may also use NOLS, a school library, National Park archives or the internet for some of their research.
 Brothers and sisters may help with the presentation portion of the project.
Other:
 You may use slides or other materials in your presentations – points given for creativity.
 We think the projects will be a lot of fun and not too difficult.
 Please fill out an interest sheet so we can add you to our newsletter and keep you informed.
 Ask your friends, your parents and your teachers to contact us.
 Our next newsletter will outline the criteria. Again, our goal is to keep it fairly simple.
Please contact Patrick Noonan, Education chair: papanoon@gmail.com Text or call (360) 808-5102.
Check the suggested projects attached.

